The Mission of Project Salvador is to support the people of El Salvador in implementing their own vision of
justice. We express our solidarity and deepen our relationship with El Salvador by creating awareness in the
United States of the plight of the marginalized in Central America and by supporting grassroots community
development through funding of projects in El Salvador and marketing of fair trade crafts in the United States.

Visit us at www.projectsalvador.org!

October 2012

E-Readers to El Salvador
by Tony Gasbarro, Scholarship Coordinator

Salvadoran children have very limited access to books. Many
of our poor scholarship students have illiterate parents who
have no appreciation for books. Even if the parents can read
and write, they cannot afford to buy books for the home. Most
rural schools and communities do not have libraries, and
communities and schools that do have libraries often do not
allow the children to check out books.
Technology may help address this problem. Project Salvador
has begun to make e‐readers available to communities where
we have scholarship students. We sent e‐readers to two
communities in El Salvador this summer. One of the
communities has identiCied a community leader who will be in
charge of the e‐reader, and he has decided that the e‐reader
will be checked out for a week at a time to a given student.
The other community has a library that will be in charge of
checking out the device.
Each e‐reader going to El Salvador will contain 300 to 400
Spanish books. The selection will include literary classics,
children’s books, self‐help books, spiritual books and science
books.

Since the e‐reader is self‐contained, an Internet connection
will not be required. The user will need to have access to a
power source to keep the device charged, and fortunately most
of the rural villages in El Salvador have access to power.
Our plan is try to get at least 20 e‐readers to our scholarship
communities and then determine how successful they are.
The questions we will try to answer will be: is there sufCicient
demand, how do the devices hold up with so many users, what
are the best approaches for checking out the devices, and are
there certain precautions that must be taken to avoid damage,
and thievery. We also need to determine what would be the
best procedure to download additional books.
Each e‐reader will probably cost $125.00. If readers are
interested in helping with this project, please click on the
DONATE button on our website: www.projectsalvador.org.
As you complete the information required by PayPal, a box will
appear on the Cinal page before submitting your donation that
will allow you to type a message and assign your donation to
our e‐reader project.

Members for Board of Directors
Urgently Needed
Project Salvador needs several new board members who live in the Denver/Boulder area. We have a bunch of on‐going
development projects in El Salvador that need the support of our Denver‐based organization.
Our board is a “working board” that requires its members to get involved in such activities as public relations with the Denver/
Boulder community, preparation of quarterly newsletters, fundraising, and accounting. Each board member is required to give us
his/her most precious resource, TIME, and the willingness to learn. We ask for a two‐year time commitment.
Although helpful, knowledge of Spanish is not necessary. We can promise you a rich and rewarding experience that comes with
being of service to others. One of our donors is willing to provide a round‐trip airline ticket to El Salvador from Denver after one
year of satisfactory service on the board and a commitment to a second year.
If interested please notify our President, Mary Alice Bramming at bramming@earthlink.net.
Check out our website at www.projectsalvador.org!

Recognizing Long-Term Volunteers:
Jack and Susan Corrigan
by Tony Gasbarro, Board Member
Beginning with this issue of our newsletter we will introduce
our readers to those volunteers who have helped so much
over the years.
Susan Corrigan started volunteering with Project Salvador 26
years ago when our organization came into existence. Her
husband Jack has been volunteering for 22 years. Susan
joined Project Salvador because she was a close friend of
Father Jim Barnett our founder. She also is of Hispanic origin
and has a great interest in issues related to Latin America.
Jack became a volunteer because he wanted to share the
“blessings and favors” he has received during his lifetime.
Susan and Jack live in Denver, Colorado.
Over the years their help has been invaluable. Their major
contribution has been the volunteer work with People of
Hope Crafts. They have participated in all aspects of the crafts
program including processing incoming shipments of crafts
from El Salvador, pricing, inventory control, and wrapping
crafts for shipment to customers. Jack would repair items
that were damaged in shipment in their home and has spent
many hours building and arranging shelving for our inventory.
Susan has staffed our craft booths at many of the craft fairs in
the Denver‐Boulder area.
She has also worked on the
newsletter and “marketed” crafts to the organizations she
belonged to. Since their afCiliation began 26 years ago, Jack
and Susan have been donating monthly to Project Salvador.
Susan and Jack have provided me a room in their home and
transportation for the past 15 years when I make my annual
visit from Alaska to attend Project Salvador board meetings.
What a privilege that has been!
Project Salvador was built by people like the Corrigans who
faithfully supported the organization from the beginning with
their time and their donations. We owe so much to them.

Meet the Board of Directors!
The next few issues of our newsletter will feature short bios of our
dedicated board members.
ERIN KELLY, Binghamton, NY
Erin has been a Project Salvador board member since March
2011. She is originally from Massachusetts and received a BA in
Environmental Science from Saint Anselm College. Upon
graduating from college, she served two years as an AmeriCorps
volunteer in the Southeast and California. As a result of her
AmeriCorps experience she went on to pursue a Master’s in
Natural Resources Management through the Peace Corps
Master’s International Program at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks. She served two
years with the Peace Corps
in El Salvador as an
Agroforestry/Environmental
Education Volunteer. She
currently lives in upstate
New York where she works
as an Agriculture Labor
Specialist for the New York
State Department of Labor.
Erin with her close friend Niña Ana.

Erin fell in love with El
Salvador during the two years she spent there, and has
continued to make annual trips back since the end of her Peace
Corps service. As a Project Salvador board member, Erin is
responsible for creating brochures about Project Salvador and
editing the newsletter. She also helps coordinate the scholarship
program.

Paperless Newsletters!
Would you like to save a tree and a stamp?
Join our mailing list by sending us an email at
newsletter@projectsalvador.org, and we will send
you the next issue of the newsletter via email!

Free and Easy Way to Raise Funds:
GoodSearch.com
by Patty Lawless, Project Coordinator & Treasurer

How can you get started?
1.

We would like to introduce you to our friends at
GoodSearch.com, a website which makes raising money for
Project Salvador incredibly easy! GoodSearch.com is a Yahoo!‐
powered search engine which donates about a penny per
search to our work.

Take two minutes to register here:
https://www.goodsearch.com/Registration.aspx?
WMode=MAIN

2.

Choose Project Salvador as the charity you want to
support.

3.

GoodSearch.com also has an online shopping portal called
GoodShop.com, which works with more than 2,500 stores
(including Amazon, Apple, Target and Macy's) to donate a
percentage of your purchase to our cause. And, GoodShop.com
has coupons worth $2 million in savings so you can save
money while giving back!

Install the Good App tool bar by clicking on GoodApp
on the left side of the Good Search home page, and
donate a cent to Project Salvador every time you search!

4.

Encourage your community to start using GoodSearch.
Get inspiration for ways to spread the word here:
http://www.goodsearch.com/getinvolved.aspx

Proyecto Los Niños Report  May 2012
by Sister Isabel, Carmelite Missionary (translated from Spanish)
On behalf of the Carmelite Missionaries and each of the beneCiciaries, we thank you for the support you have given to the program.
Without your help we would not reach as many people as we have.
During these past months, we have provided the basic basket of food (beans, rice, lentils, milk, oil) every 15 days to a group of 81
children and 99 adults who are poor, sick, or disabled. We continue with medical and psychological appointments, both for
preventative and curative measures. Upon showing symptoms of an illness, children and adults have received medical attention so
as to prevent the sicknesses from become severe. We are keeping an eye on the most
prevalent illnesses in each age group. The most severe cases in need of a psychologist
receive that assistance so that they can achieve sound mental health. A healthy mind
increases esteem and love of life with dignity. On a preventative level, we take weight and
height measurements for nutritional controls. We seek to provide beneCiciaries with rice
and beans, along with milk and oil, at least once a month.
Each Saturday we provide educational presentations and during the past few months we
have also strengthened our occupational therapy program for older adults, teaching them
Beans, corn, and oil ready for distribution.
how to make piñatas. This provides them with the
opportunity to develop mental skills and manual dexterity. During the refreshment break they
have the opportunity to talk a bit among themselves. We provide mothers with children an
opportunity to learn how to make imitation jewelry. This gives them both the mental
stimulation and the opportunity to learn a skill that could provide them with a source of
income. Adolescent children of these mothers are also given training that hopefully will make
them think about looking for income generating opportunities during their free time. Each year
there are two general assessments. The next ones will be held on May 19th for children and on
May 26th for adults.
Saturday morning educational talk.
By making economic adjustments we were able to repair the dental equipment and hope to begin offering affordable dental
treatment starting May 16th. We will have a teeth cleaning campaign, by groups, which will facilitate making dental diagnoses for the
children and elderly who are beneCiciaries of the program.
In order to include new beneCiciaries we have always relied on the medical evaluation. When a child or adult has reached good
nutrition levels they have been excluded from the program, but some eventually fall back due to poverty or sudden illness. As a
result, we have not eliminated anyone from the program since April, rather, numbers have increased. The volunteer health
promoters frequently visit homes especially to those where there are older people not able to move on their own.
Medical and psychological consultations are held on Saturdays from 8:30am to 12:00pm. The main health concerns found during
medical consultations are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Children
Malnutrition
Respiratory Illness
Viral infections
(Malaria, Dengue, others)
Parasites
Diarhea
Scabies
Anemia

Adults

•
•
•
•
•
•

Hypertension
Diabetes
Urinary tract infections
Irritable bowel syndrome
Arthritis
Dermatological issues

For many Salvadoran families life is quite hard. The socio‐economic condition of the beneCiciaries is of poverty or extreme
poverty. Some houses are made of tin, others of mixed construction built by USAID. Some individuals are immobile due to their age,
others are in wheelchairs, etc.
THANK YOU!
With the help that you annually provide, we are able to sustain the program and maintain the
nutritional care of the enrolled children and adults, and continue to include additional
individuals.

"The purpose of human life is to serve
and to show compassion and the will to
help others."
~Albert Schweitzer

An elderly woman who is a beneCiciary of
the program.
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FEE-FREE DONATIONS!
Project Salvador joined the Community First Foundation,
allowing our donors to make on-line donations, with no
credit card fees attached. 100% of your donation will go
directly to Project Salvador!
Follow these easy steps to donate on-line:
1.

Go to www.givingfirst.org

2.

Enter Project Salvador under Search for a Nonprofit

3.

Look for Project Salvador’s profile and click on the
DONATE button (please indicate which project you
would like to support)

~~~~~~~~~~~~ Mil Gracias! ~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mil gracias to all of the wonderful volunteers who have helped us clear out the crafts
storeroom and office and all who helped us move. And a continuing thanks to all who
are helping us sell the last of the crafts during this Christmas season. After 26 years of
selling crafts as a part of Project Salvador, it has been hard emotionally as well as
physically. But Project Salvador as an organization is on solid ground sponsoring all of
the projects we currently support. We will continue to grow and search out new projects
in the future!
******************************************************************************

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:

DONATE:
✴ Make a one-time donation to cover mailing costs of this newsletter. ($10 suggested).
✴ Make a one-time / monthly donation to Project Salvador.
✴ Become a Proyecto Los Niños monthly donor @ $25/month.
✴ Make a one-time / monthly donation to a specific Project Salvador project:
•

✴
✴
✴
✴

Microlending, Scholarships, Center for Arts and Peace, PICO community
organizing, CIJUVEN, or the Fr. Dean Brackley, S.J. Scholarship Fund

Donate new or used laptops for university scholarship recipients.
Donate $125 to cover the cost of an E-reader to allow students access to reading
materials in areas with no libraries.
Donate your car that we can sell to raise funds.
Include Project Salvador in your will.
You can donate fee-free on-line at www.givingfirst.org and 100% of your donation will go
to Project Salvador. You can still donate on-line via PayPal at www.projectsalvador.org,
however a small percentage of your donation will go towards credit card fees.
OR
Checks can be made payable to Project Salvador and mailed to Project Salvador, PO Box
300105, Denver, CO 80203-0105.

HOST A SPEAKER:
✴ Project Salvador is happy to speak to your group about our projects, life in El
Salvador, and related topics.

