The Mission of Project Salvador is to support the people of El Salvador in implementing their own vision of
justice. We express our solidarity and deepen our relationship with El Salvador by creating awareness in the
United States of the plight of the marginalized in Central America and by supporting grassroots community
development through funding of projects in El Salvador and marketing of fair trade crafts in the United States.

Visit us at www.projectsalvador.org!
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PICO Central America:
Communities of Faith Organized for Action
by Tony Gasbarro, Scholarship Coordinator

COFOA (Comunidades de Fe Organizadas para Acción) is the 9irst congregation‐based community organizing project in Central
America and the 9irst international project developed through sponsorship of the US‐based PICO Network. COFOA builds grassroots
leaders among low‐income Central American residents through leadership development that encourages people to identify their
dreams and translate their faith into collective action in their congregations and communities. Project Salvador has been providing
9inancial assistance to COFOA for the past four years.
COFOA El Salvador is working with the following member congregations: Santiago Apostol parish in Santiago Nonualco; Santa
Catalina de Alejandria parish in Cuyultitan; San Pedro Apostol parish in San Pedro Nonualco; San Juan Evangelista parish in San Juan
Tepezontes; San Luis Rey de Francia in San Luis Talpa; Santa Cruz in Paraiso de Osorio; Jesús del Rescate in Barahona; Nuestra
Señora del Perpetuo Socorro, in Rio Blanco; La Resurrección, Astoria (all in the Laz Paz district); San Nicolas Obispo in San Nicolas
Lempa, San Vicente; Anglican Episcopal Church Christ the King Mission, El Calix in Baja Lempa, Usulatan. A summary of COFOA
activities in San Pedro Nonualco follows.
Youth and leaders from San Pedro Nonualco held a large peace march with over 600 people, and formed a broad coalition to
promote cultural, educational and democratic events that reduce violence and improve the quality
of life in their community. They obtained agreements from public of9icials to create a Strategy and
Dialog table to reduce violence, bringing community members together with local authorities and
institutions to lead this effort. They were successful in getting commitments by public of9icials and
government agencies to improve coordination that increases safety efforts, and promote
community and educational activities for families. In addition, COFOA San Pedro Nonualco leaders
are holding a series of workshops focused on violence, including harassment, domestic violence,
gang involvement, family communication, migration and violence aimed at women, attended by
around 1,300 San Pedro citizens.
This June, leaders from San Pedro Nonualco opened their second store through an association
they formed called the Foundation for Community Development (FUDECO), with a goal to attract
and serve larger numbers of the Sanpedrana community sector. They are holding a listening
campaign across the region to introduce the store and their broader goal of reducing poverty
through economic development.
The plan for the new store is based on lessons learned after opening the 9irst store in 2011. It is
managed by the Pastoral Ministry of the Church of St. Peter the Apostle and members of COFOA. It
will distribute 50% of any pro9its towards community development, such as establishing a
childcare center, scholarships for local students, participation with the local government in
infrastructure projects (paving streets and providing electricity, drinking water, etc.).

COFOA leaders hold gang prevention
workshop.

Youth lead peace march in San
Pedro Nonualco.

Editor’s note: This material is from the “PICO Central America Annual Report, COFOA: Communities of Faith Organized in Action”
January 2013. Additional information can be obtained at www.picointernational.org.

Recognizing LongTerm Volunteers:
Len and Elizabeth Moss
by Mary Alice Bramming, President
Len and Elizabeth Moss began supporting Project Salvador
very early in our history. I wrote them to ask them to let us
know about their lives and why they started and continue to
support Project Salvador. This is what Len wrote:
Elizabeth and Len Moss have lived almost all of our married life
in western Suffolk County, NY (Long Island). Our four children
are all now grown with their own families and remain on Long
Island. Elizabeth was mostly a homemaker during their growing
years. Elizabeth was always involved in parish/diocese ministry.
Len joined her in those endeavors in the early 70’s. In our most
recent years both of us have been involved in spiritual direction
and Jesuit retreat house ministries. Elizabeth passed in 2010.
In 1972 we worked with Fr. Jim (Barnett, O.P.) when he spent six
months here on Long Island, and we became long lasting friends.
We heard from him as he was working in the Denver jails and
with interest in missionary work in El Salvador with what I
believe became Project Salvador. The reports from El Salvador

Radio Victoria 92.1 FM
by Erin Kelly, Board Member
In January 2012 Project Salvador supported Radio Victoria
with an $11,000 grant to support two of their programs ‐ the
Community Correspondents’ Network and Walks to the
Community.
The Community Correspondents’ Network was formed in 2008
with 14 members. It creates opportunities for young people
from one of El Salvador’s poorest regions to participate
directly in what is going on in their communities. The
Network has been operating at low capacity in recent years
because some community correspondents began to receive
death threats for closely following the attacks and killings of
local environmental activists. Radio Victoria is currently
training a new group of correspondents from 14 communities
who will have the opportunity to attend workshops on how to
be a community correspondent. As a correspondent, the
youth will learn about their communities, learn about
themselves, and become active members in the daily life of
their communities
The Walks to the Community project supports visits, during
one year, by the News and Educational Production Teams to
rural isolated communities in the Department of Cabañas. The
goal of this program is to see 9irst hand what the living
conditions are like for community members, what their needs
are, whether or not they have received support from local
governments, what promises were made, and which promises
were kept by the local of9icials during electoral campaigns.
This program aims to make the voices heard of those who are
most isolated in the region, and will help hold local
governments accountable for the unmet needs in the
communities.

touched our hearts and a decision was made to aid the people of
El Salvador through Project Salvador. The continued mission
achievements have inspired us and I continue monetary
donations as I still understand the need will be present for many
years to come. This is one charity which I know uses its funds
prudently and wisely.
Our total involvement with El Salvador has been through the
Project Salvador newsletter and from the Jesuit presence at the
university.
Note: Betty changed her name to Elizabeth after many years as
Betty after in prayer that she lived her name Elizabeth, which
means “place where God lives”.
Thanks so much Len for sharing about his life and
commitment to the people of El Salvador. Len, our sympathies,
very belated, to you and your family on the passing of your
beloved Elizabeth.

Meet the Board of Directors!
As in previous newsletters, we continue to feature short bios of
our dedicated board members.
Tony Gasbarro, Scholarship Coordinator, Fairbanks, AK
Tony is an Emeritus Faculty member of the University of
Alaska where he is currently doing volunteer teaching in
various natural resources classes and working as a volunteer
campus coordinator for the Peace Corps graduate programs in
the UAF Graduate School.
Tony taught at the University of Alaska in the School Natural
Resources and Agricultural Science for 23 years and served as
the state extension forester for the Cooperative Extension
Service. He retired in 1996.
His other experience includes two Peace Corps assignments in
El Salvador and the Dominican Republic, nearly three years as
a project operations of9icer
in Rome, Italy with the
Fo o d a n d A g r i c u l t u re
Organization of the United
Nations, and 5 years as a
9ield forester with the U.S.
Forest Service in California
and Alaska.
Tony spends much of his
time these days overseeing
the scholarship program and is the principal fundraiser for
the program. He visits El Salvador for a 5‐week period each
year. He also makes himself available to give presentations
about the people and culture of El Salvador in local
elementary and high schools and university classes. He has
been a member of the board since 2000.
Tony having fun with the kids of a
Soyapango community.

Educational Development:
A scholarship update from El Salvador
by Ana Valencia Rivera, Scholarship Coordinator (translated from Spanish)
Ana is one of Project Salvador’s scholarship coordinators in El Salvador. She works for Asociación para el Desarrollo Humano(ADHU),
the Association for Human Development, and meets monthly with scholarship students. The following is one of the most recent updates
that she sent to Board Member Tony Gasbarro.
Name: Sulma Yamileth Navarro
Sulma studies in the Jose Simeón Cañas educational complex in the municipality of Chiltiupan. She walks
three hours every day to study. This brings her much joy because she has a dream – to be able to study in
a University. Sulma is pictured using an E‐reader in the photo. Being able to learn new things is very
exciting for her, and she is currently reading a novel called Little Women. She was a little nervous when
she 9irst started using the E‐reader because she could not turn it on and
she did not want to break it, but she realized it was very easy to use.
Name: Bryan

Sulma Yamileth Navarro

Bryan is a scholarship student who is studying at the Industrial
Engineering University. He lives with his mother and does not have a
father, and one year ago his older brother who helped the family
economically passed away. Bryan has the will to succeed and help support
his mother. He loves the E‐reader, and likes how easy it is to connect to
the Internet to be able to check his e‐mail.

Ema

Name: Ema
Ema is a scholarship student in San Salvador and is studying Communications at Matías Delgado
University. She has been using the E‐reader for a month and is reading Les Miserables. She loves using the
E‐reader. She never gets tired of it because the novelty of it interests her
so much.
Name: Marlon
Bryan

Marlon is from Acajutla. We do not have E‐readers for everyone, but that
does not hinder this young scholarship student’s desire to read. We are
going to try loaning them out for a month at a time so that everyone will
be able to use them

In order to strengthen the development of education, it is necessary
to be able to support young people with new technologies.

Marlon

Welcome to New Board Members!
by Mary Alice Bramming, President

The Board welcomed two new members in May, Bill Anthony
and George McHendry.

Broom9ield (Colorado) Enterprise. He and his wife live in the
north Denver area.

Bill was part of the early history of Project Salvador. He went
to El Salvador on our 9irst delegation and has returned four
times since. Early in our history he was responsible for the
mailing of the newsletter. He is a single parent of a teen and
lives in Longmont where he teaches.

Bill and George both visited El Salvador in the days when we
transported crafts back in suitcases. Welcome to both of you.

George also has connections to our early history. He is a
retired minister and he and his wife organized many
delegations to Central American countries including El
Salvador where he met Patty Lawless. He is now in charge of a
large seniors group and writes a religion column for the

PAPERLESS NEWSLETTERS!
Would you like to save a tree and a stamp?
Join our mailing list by sending us an email at
newsletter@projectsalvador.org, and we will send
you the next issue of the newsletter via email!

Project Salvador Board & Staff :
Board of Directors: Mary Alice Bramming
(Board President), Kathy Ramirez-Aguilar
(Secretary), Patricia Lawless (Treasurer &
Project Coordinator), Joanne Doyle
(Development Coordinator), Tony Gasbarro
(Scholarship Coordinator), Linda Gottschalk,
Evaristo Ramirez-Aguilar, John Kukankos,
Erin Kelly, Bill Anthony, George McHendry
Newsletter Editors: Erin Kelly and Tony
Gasbarro
Support People: Jack & Susan Corrigan, craft
volunteers; Shirley & Roger Gudenkauf,
newsletter mailing
Project Salvador Mailing Address:
PO Box 300105
Denver CO 80203-0105
Email: luchando@juno.com
FEE-FREE DONATIONS!
Project Salvador joined the Community First Foundation,
allowing our donors to make on-line donations, with no
credit card fees attached. 100% of your donation will go
directly to Project Salvador!
Follow these easy steps to donate on-line:
1.

Go to www.givingfirst.org

2.

Enter Project Salvador under Search for a Nonprofit

3.

Look for Project Salvador’s profile and click on the
DONATE button (please indicate which project you
would like to support).

~~~~~~~~~~~~ Mil Gracias! ~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We would like to extend a sincere thank you to all of our monthly donors.
Your loyal support of Project Salvador’s work makes it possible for us to
maintain our funding commitments in El Salvador. You are truly making a
difference in the lives of many Salvadorans through your continued support
of Project Salvador. THANK YOU!
******************************************************************************

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:

DONATE:
✴ Make a one-time donation to cover mailing costs of this newsletter. ($10 suggested).
✴ Make a one-time / monthly donation to Project Salvador.
✴ Become a Proyecto Los Niños monthly donor @ $25/month.
✴ Make a one-time / monthly donation to a specific Project Salvador project:
•

✴
✴
✴
✴

Microlending, Scholarships, Center for Arts and Peace, PICO community
organizing, CIJUVEN, or the Fr. Dean Brackley, S.J. Scholarship Fund

Donate new or used laptops for university scholarship recipients.
Donate $125 to cover the cost of an E-reader to allow students access to reading
materials in areas with no libraries.
Donate your car that we can sell to raise funds.
Include Project Salvador in your will.
You can donate fee-free on-line at www.givingfirst.org and 100% of your donation will go
to Project Salvador.
OR
Checks can be made payable to Project Salvador and mailed to Project Salvador, PO Box
300105, Denver, CO 80203-0105.

HOST A SPEAKER:
✴ Project Salvador is happy to speak to your group about our projects, life in El
Salvador, and related topics.

